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LegoChem Biosciences said Monday that it has licensed an anti-Trop2

(tumor-associated calcium signal transducer) antibody from Mediterranea

Theranostic Srl, an Italian biopharmaceutical firm.

The total contract size, including advance payments and milestones paid

according to the development stage, is $47.75 million. LegoChem has

secured the worldwide rights of the anti-Trop2 antibody for antibody-drug

conjugate (ADC) use through this contract.

LegoChem Biosciences has licensed in an ADC candidate substance from Mediterranea Theranostic Srl, an Italian

biotech company. (LegoChem)

"The company has verified the advantages of both drug efficacy and toxicity

for the licensed-in antibody technology, as it selectively binds only to Trop2

antigens expressed in cancer cells and does not bind to the same antigens

present in normal cells," the company said. "We have derived clinical

candidates that apply Legochem's ADC technology to the antibody through

joint research over two years."

Through comparative tests in various cancer types, the company has

verified the drug’s superior efficacy and safety compared to Immunomedics'

Trodelvy and Daichi Sankyo's DS-1062 and has confirmed the possibility of

the drug becoming a best-in-class ADC, it added.

LegoChem licenses in ADC drug candidate from Italy
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The recent acquisition of Mediterranea Theranostic's anti-Trop2 antibody is

part of LegoChem’s VISION 2030 strategy announced last year.

The company vowed to make a strategic shift toward increasing the value

of technology transfer through independent development from the initial

technology transfer center to the clinical stage to become the world's best

ADC company.

"We expect that the Trop-2 ADC development candidate secured through

this contract will be one of the first candidates for this strategy," the

company said.

Legochem Bio President Kim Yong-zu also said, "To become a global

clinical-stage company, we are aggressively trying to expand our clinical

pipeline."

As part of this goal, the company is conducting joint research and

development with several local and foreign antibody companies to secure

new pipelines, he added.
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